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Agile EBS Development:
Reporting on Demand



Andy Haack

• Managing Director Enginatics

• Working 20 Years with EBS

• Performance Tuning specialist

• Invented a better tool to analyze performance data in 
a usable format

• Expanded tool to cover many reporting and 
development needs



Motivation

• Working most of my professional career as Oracle EBS 
consultant, helping users to access their EBS data

• Traditional reporting solutions such as BI Publisher too 
inflexible and time consuming

• Common requirement of most EBS customers for a simple 
solution to store a SQL and generate an Excel output

• Create a tool specifically for this task and bring it to perfection



Target Audience

More complex analysis
tools such as OBIEE, 
Power BI, Tableau

Dashboards, Graphical Analysis,
„Point & Click“ 

Blitz Report™:
create and maintain SQLs

run Blitz Reports
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Rapid development tool for DevOps

• DevOps (a clipped compound of "development" and "operations") is a software 
development methodology that combines software development (Dev) with information technology 
operations (Ops). The goal of DevOps is to shorten the systems development life cycle while also 
delivering features, fixes, and updates frequently in close alignment with business objectives.

Blitz Report™
enables rapid 

development and
deployment

directly on Prod
systems

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Systems_development_life_cycle


Features for Users

• A single mouse click to get to the Excel output

• Intuitive Oracle Forms interface, integrated within the navigation and menu structure

• Creates the report using the system server as opposed to the local PC

• Very fast: E.g. 10 times faster file generation and download times than XML based BI Publisher

• Exports up to 1M rows instead of BI Publishers 65k limit

• Double click in LOVs & short keys to minimize mouse use

• Report security to restrict reports to specific users or responsibilities

• Report categories for ease of sorting and locating reports

• Google-like search to retrieve reports

• Multiple selection capabilities on parameters

• Runs as a background process and automatically opens in Excel when completed

• Auto formats Excel sheet for column width, column filters & data types (dates/numeric values)

• Can run reports via schedule, and distribute via email or FTP

• Users can define their own parameter value defaults for frequently run reports



Features for IT

• Report SQL accessed via ‘Setup’ button, available to users with Developer access level profile option

• Agile development: Reports created by setup only, no metadata, format or packaging work required

• Concentrate on SQL / business logic instead of coding output creation

• Development time significantly reduced e.g. less than 20% of BI Publisher

• Report parameters can be copied from existing reports, or created from scratch

• Report assignments can be restricted to users, request groups, responsibilities, or site

• Reports support multi-lingual headings, so a single SQL can support different user languages

• Parameter LOVs can be created ad-hoc within the tool

• Reports can output to Excel or CSV format for use by interfaces or other tools such as MS Power BI 
dashboards

• Automatic version control on report SQL changes to enable instant rollback in case of mistakes

• Ability to Import BI Publisher or Discoverer reports automatically through the UI or via mass import script

• Free online library of community reports and tools e.g. for performance tuning



Architecture

• Custom concurrent program generates native Excel output by PLSQL code

EBS Application Server

Forms
Blitz Report™ Form 

Concurrent Process

Excel BLOB

Excel

EBS 
Database

PLSQL

EBS Application Server

Forms
Blitz Report™ Form 

Concurrent Process



Run a report

Optional report
emailing functionality

Enter parameter values
(double-click to open LOVs)

Choose reports by double-clicking, pressing
the F1-key or using the free text search

Choose reports by
category

Start report as
concurrent process



Example output

Autofilter set and first line fixed

Customizable number
formats

Dynamic column headers e.g. 
for financial reports



Create a new report

Enter a new report name

Insert SQL query



Setup parameters
Define parameter names, where-clauses and

LOVs



Setup access rights

Grant report access by Site, Operating Unit, 
Responsibility, Request group etc.



Schedule a report

Copy a report concurrent including parameter
values and schedule it e.g. to send the output

by email



Questions

Questions?


